For immediate release
[image: image4.png]/K?z Korea Railroad
Research Institute





[image: image5.jpg]SIBETI|ISANE | 16105 F7|= YA HEEISHZ 176(2YES) TEL:031-460-5100  FAX:031-460-5109  wwwi.krrirekr
Korea Railroad Research Institute | 176 Cheoldo bangmulgwan-ro, Uiwang, Gyeonggi—do, 16105, Korea TEL:+82-31-460-5100 FAX : +82-31-460-5109




Fostering Innovation and Growth of Railway SMEs with KRRI!
- Exploring Commercialization and Global Expansion Strategies at the 2026 KRRI Partner Company Forum -
UIWANG, South Korea – March 27 – The Korea Railroad Research Institute (KRRI) (President: Sagong Myung) held the “2026 KRRI Partner Company Forum” on March 26 at Haemu Hall of KRRI to address challenges faced by small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and mid-sized companies, and to expand cooperation with the industry.

This year’s forum was attended by 27 SMEs that are collaborating with KRRI through joint research and other partnerships. KRRI researchers and commercialization experts participated together to discuss practical measures for promoting commercialization, including R&D support for resolving technical challenges faced by SMEs and strategies for entering overseas markets.

In the railway sector, 86% of SMEs have fewer than 50 employees, making it difficult for them to invest in R&D for technological innovation. They also face challenges due to limited access to information needed for venturing into overseas markets beyond the limited domestic market.

At the forum, KRRI discussed cooperation measures to support companies by providing consulting for issues that can be resolved in the short term, and by linking longer-term challenges to follow-up R&D projects for mid- to long-term solutions.

As a government-funded research institute under the National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST) (Chairman: Kim Young-sik), KRRI focuses on enhancing R&D outcomes by incorporating industry needs from the planning stage. KRRI also conducts collaborative research through its core research programs to support the innovative growth of SMEs and expands services by providing technologies required by companies through technology transfer.

KRRI contributes to resolving technical challenges in the field by supporting technology development, providing access to specialized expertise, and providing access to testing and evaluation equipment through its demand-driven commercialization R&D support program for SMEs and mid-sized companies in the railway sector.

KRRI also supports overseas expansion of companies receiving technology transfers. Last year, companies that received technologies such as the “IoT-based Overhead Line Tension Adjustment Monitoring System” and the “Railcar Cabin Air Quality Purification System” successfully entered the Taiwan market, demonstrating tangible outcomes.

Through the integrated SME support channel, the “SOS1379 SME Consultation and Support Center,” KRRI provides customized support including shared use of testing equipment, personnel support, and on-site consulting. In July last year, a technical consultation session was held, helping resolve challenges for 50 companies-the highest among government-funded research institutes in the science and technology sector. In particular, the “Development of a Trolley-Type Turnout Track Geometry Measurement System” is a representative case where a technical issue submitted through SOS1379 was linked to a demand-driven R&D support project and successfully led to commercialization.

President Sagong Myung of KRRI said, “We will support not only short-term technical challenges faced by SMEs in the railway sector but also their innovative-driven growth built on long-term technological competitiveness,” adding, “We will continue to strengthen customized support systems, including joint research, technology consulting, and expert matching.”
※Reference: 2026 KRRI Partner Company Forum Photo
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※ Photo: Participants of the KRRI Partner Company Forum pose for a group photo.
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※ Photo: President Sagong Myung of KRRI delivers welcoming remarks at the KRRI Partner Company Forum.
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※ Photo: President Sagong Myung of KRRI and representatives from partner companies engage in discussion during the forum.
About Korea Railroad Research Institute
The Korea Railroad Research Institute is a government-funded research institute established in 1996 to contribute to the development of the nation and industry through research and development as well as diffusing research and development outcomes in the public transportation sector, such as railways, public transportation and logistics.
KRRI has successfully developed Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) running as fast as 430km/h; the KTX-Sancheon, a Korean high-speed train; light rail transit; an urban railway train; and a wireless tram. Recently, KRRI is operating a world-class comprehensive railway test center, its finished vehicles test facility and comprehensive railway test track in Osong, Chungcheongbuk-do.
KRRI will present a hope and vision for our future with more convenient and safer technology to enhance quality of life, while leading the era of the fourth industrial revolution with various technologies, such as a hypertube that runs as fast as 1,200km/h; 5G-based autonomous train driving system that allows control over trains through direct communications between them; railway technologies utilizing artificial intelligence (AI) and big data; inter-Korean and transcontinental railway technology; smart maintenance technology; railway safety technology; and railway logistics technology.
